JEWISH WOMEN AND THE FEMINIST REVOLUTION (JEWISH WOMEN'S ARCHIVE)
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I. The flagrant abuse of Jewish law
IL. The degradation of Jewish women
II1. The excuse that halakhab provides no solution
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Each of these stories is an actual case history
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THE TIME TO ACT IS NOW!

If you want to put a stop to:

Courts should punish blackmailers -

not reward them

IV. Rabbinic inaction masquerading as helplessness
V. The hilul haShem that the dysfunction of many
batei din forces Jewish women to go to civil courts

www.jwa.org/feminism
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A committee of

respected halakhic

scholars must be

established 1o seriously
study the problems of agurot
and to explore and utilize
halakhic remedies so that there
will no longer be agunot.

Establish a grievance
commitiee. There is no
court of appeals from a
beit din (Jewish coun).
Litigants who believe that they
i have been treated unjustly
| should have a means of being
| heard. There should be an
impartial committee, made up of
rabbis and lay people, including
women, 1o investigate serious
complaints,

Dayanim are:

ur Proposals for

For the sins which we have
committed before You:

NVN Y By advising battered wives to return fo their
husbands in the name of sholom bayis...

NON 2V By permitting extortion to be used in ransom-

ingaget..

RUN 7 By closing our eyes to the sexual abuse of
children...

NON 7w By allowing children to be used as bargaining
chips in get proceedings...

NUN 70 By preventing the birth of Jewish children
because agunot are unable to marry...

RN v By threatening women and children with
eviction from their homes as the price of a get...

NVN 2V By not condemning those dayanim who charge
exorbitant fees in get cases...

RUN 7V By permilting batei din that are corrupt to
continue lo exisl...

RUN 7V By refusing to use all available balakhic
remedies againsi recalcilrant spouses...

The beit din should:

Address corruption

in batei din. Davanim

(judges of the Jewish

court) who indulge in
unethical behavior should be
removed from their positions.
Fees should be regulated.

End extortion
Recalcitrant spouses
should not profit from
abusing bealakbab.
Rabbis should forbid this
practice. Batef din should
ensure that the gef not be used
as 4 bargaining chip by directing
that it be given at the beginning
of the process and separating it
from any other issues pertaining
Lo the termination of the marriage.

WE CALL FOR:

The establishment of a beit din for every major metropolitan area in which:

www.jwa.org/feminism
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» Scholars who are respected for their integrity and
knowledge of Jewish law

* Paid by the community, not the litigants.

« Well paid commensurate with their stature.

« Strictly adhere to halakhic guidelines as befits the
conduct of a court,

* Meet at regular sessions known to the community.

* Meet in a dignified location provided by the community.

i | When the Orthodox community establishes such a court, it will have its own inherent dignity and its decisions will be respected
| and adhered to. Once again, Jewish law will be accorded the respect that it deserves. Can anyone say we are asking for too much?

We ask you to provide rabbinic leadership. Help us to establish a committee for beit din improvement. Help find halakhic solu-
tions to the agunah tragedy. Join us in beginning to repair the damage suffered by the entire Jewish world by this miscarriage of
justice. Help us to make this New Year the vear of Freedom for Agunot

Rabbis: We need more than your sympathy

We need your action - now!
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community action

To safeguard fznint

(modesty), 2 wife

should always bring

another woman with her
to the beit din. This is especially
important to alleviate embarrass-
ment when intimate sexual
matters are discussed.

Standardize beit din

procedure so that all

batei din function in

basically the same way.
All batei din must make use of
all available halakhic remedies,
such as issuing seruvim
(contempt citations). Each
liigant should fully understand
the process at the beginning and
should read and understand
every word of every document
signed.

Prayer for Agunot

Creator of beaven and earth, WD TR ¥
may it be Your will to free the men NN PHTe Tam
capiive wives of Israel when A MMOND YN
love and .sauclnqv bave fled ..'be TR DR TR
bome bul their bmbam&_bmd 170 e ma R
them in the tatters of their
ketubow Remove the bitter NERY R T
buirden from these agunot and TR AP T
soflen the bearts of their e
misguided captors. Liberate TN IR YR
Your faithful daughters from 7@ mANN B2 MNP
their anguish. Enabie them to baii=in g ghyigi i i)
establish new bomes and raise ean prma rien yen
up childrer in peace. mamab ramm
Grant wisdom to the fudges of DT ST N
Israel, feach them fo recognize mywa mns mansa
oppression and rule against it. o navesn . nnm
Infuse our rabbis with courage WYY TINWNTD
fo use their power for good rmuoabamana
dlone. TIYY MM TN fon

Rlessed are You, Creaforof T ey 777 irenm
beaven and earth, who frees Mavn s am

the captives.

OYTOR T ANR T

Computerize the gitfin

(Jewish divorce decrees)

issued in Orthodoy bater

din. Too ofien, records
are Jost. making it impessible o
determine if 2 proper gef has been
giver.. Everv berf din should utilia
computers o record gitfin
Establish a central dkata bese for
targer meropolitorares

Mentd hetth profesonds
should be consulied
when dealing with
issues such as custody
and visitation. Standzrds of
child support and mainienance
should be at least equal 10 the
guidelines of civil court

URGE YOUR RABBI TO:

1. Bar recalcitrant spouses from holding office and receiving

honors in vour synagogue.
2

&, Use pre-nuptial agreements when performing marriages.

— 5. Include the prayer-for ggunot-during the Rosh -haShana

services.

‘i‘. Join with our committee to study and improve beit din

proceedings.

We are aware that several rabbis are in the forefront of the
struggle to help free agunot and have already initiated some of

these positive steps.

|
We would liketo know if vour rabbi is one of them so that we

may publicly acknowledge the courage of those rabbis and
congregations who have justly made this issue a prionit,
redeeming it from decades of neglect.

DID YOU KNOW THAT... |

In the rare instance when the wife refuses to accept a get
(Jewish divorce decree) the husband can be released from the
marriage by obtaining the signatures of 100 rabbis (beter

meah rabbaning).

If a man remarries without granting his wife a get, his children
from the second marriage are legitimate. Should a woman
remarry without receiving a get, her children from the second
marriage are branded mamzerim, bastards, unable 10 marny
another Jew except another namzer for len generations

A Get is only a woman’s issue if men have

no daughters, sisters or mothers
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Why now?

1. 500 Rabbis were invited to a conference on agunof, 5 came. « The shame of Orthodox Jewish courts is being }
| s Metropolitan batei din report that 20% of divorce cases increasingly exposed in the secular media ‘
| that come before them go unresolved, creating hundreds of 4 Fifteen years of meetings, appeals to conscience, ‘

| additional agunot each year. picketing and demonstrations have not worked.

Your actions will make a difference —

so will your inaction

» Let us know if the prayer was recited in your synagogue.
» Call our committee for a speaker to educate your congregation or community group about this issue.
» Establish a gemilat chesed fund earmarked for agunot or send contributions to the Agunah or GET organizations.
* Volunteer your help by contacting us.
Agunah, P.0. Box 131, Brooklyn, NY 11230 « 718-253-8855 .
GET (Getting Equitable Treatment), P.0. Box 131, Brooklyn, NY 11230  718-435-1310 If

WHO WE ARE

Agunah is a volunteer organization founded and directed by Orthodox women. Its primary goals are pursuing halakhic remedies for agunot and
improvement of beif din proceedings. No fees of any kind are required.

GET is a volunteer organization of Orthodox men and women who work with individuals who are having difficulty obtaining a gef. It has the
I additional function of educating the public, by its speakers’ bureau and programs, about the problems endenic to the gef process and the
need for prenuptial agreements. No fees of any kind are required.

Justice, concern for the less fortunate and equity are the foundations of Jewish law. The dignity of the law suffers when Jewish
families are victimized by those, male or female, who abuse it.

Jewish law, in all its humane aspects, must be respected.

AGUNOT: We need your input. In order to gather even more data we ask that you contact us so that our research will be more

\
|
\
|

‘ We seek redress of a condition which can no longer be tolerated (davar she'ayn batzibur yacbol la’amod bo).

I

|

complete. Your experiences are important 10 us because you are important to us.

|
%
«Fod said, “I will go down lo see whether they have acted altogether according to her
oufcry (N\nvyan) that bas come {0 Me” (Bereshit 18:21).

Rashi's comment makes the point that God was willing to destroy an entire city — Sodom — .I
because of the unjust suffering of one righteous woman. i

Even one agunah is too many.

The prublication of this document bas beer made possible through the generosity of a private individual

We are in crisis

We must act
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